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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 728 OF 2023

IN THE MATTER OF:

IN RE: NEWS ITEM APPEARING IN HINDUSTAN DATED 30.11.2023
TITLED “ARSENIC FOUND IN GROUNDWATER IN 25 STATES,
FLUORIDE IN 27 STATES: GOVT.”

SHORT AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF MANIPUR

I, Dr. Vineet Joshi (IAS), Chief Secretary, Government of Manipur do

hereby solemnly affirm and sincerely state as follows:

That, 1 am presently serving in the aforesaid capacity and
am well conversant with the issues raised by this Hon'ble
Court in the present Original Application and as such | am
authorized to swear this affidavit on behalf of the State of

Manipur.

That, this Hon’ble Tribunal vide order dated 20.12.2023
impleaded certain States and UTs as Respondents and
issued notice to them in the aforementioned Original
Application.

That, it is respectfully submitted that as per the Report
submitted by the Central Ground Water Board there are
230 districts in 25 states/UTs across the country where
instances of one or more Arsenic contamination have been
detected. With respect to the State of Manipur 2 (two)
districts namely Bishnupur and Thoubal, are found to have

arsenic contamination in the groundwater.
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That, it is further submitted that the aforesaid Report
indicated that there are 469 districts in 27 States/UTs
across the country where instances of one or more Flucride
contamination have been detected. With respect to the
State of Manipur, as per the Report, only 1 (one) district
namely Thoubal district, is found to have localized

occurrence of Flouride in groundwater.

That, it is submitted that State Ground Water Authority for
the State of Manipur is not constituted yet and since the
State is still under the authority of Regional Office of North
Eastern Region (Central Ground Water Board), Guwahati,
the Administrative wing of Minor Irrigation Department

sought a report from them.

That, it is humbly submitted that Regional Director of North
Eastern Region (Central Ground Water Board), Guwahati
submitted its report with respect to the contamination of
fluoride and arsenic in the water sample collected from the
state. As per their findings during its Aquifer mapping
studies, 2017-2018 higher concentrations of fluoride and
arsenic in a few of the shallow tube wells and dug wells in
the Thoubal district of Manipur were reported. The Report
stated that except for a few local patchy occurrences of
fluoride, arsenic and Iron groundwater was potable and

good for domestic, agricultural and industrial uses.

Further, the report suggests that fluoride content in the
groundwater varied from 0.24 to 1.8 mg/l (or ppm), in which
one water sample collected from STW at Mairenbam

village has shown concentration of fluoride as 1.8 mg/l (or
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ppm) which is slightly beyond permissible limit of BIS (ie.
1.5 mgl).

With respect to Arsenic concentration in groundwater in
only one location at Phundrei village in Kakching/Thoubal
district of Manipur was found as 0.0234 mg/l (or ppm)
which is slightly beyond permissible limit of BIS (i.e. 0.01
mg/l}.

Further, the report indicated that arsenic content in shallow
groundwater was reported in a few locations of Thoubal
and Bishnupur districts during District Ground Water
Management Studies, 2004-05 of CGWB, NER, Guwahati.
However, the shallow tube wells have already been

abandoned and not in use for the last many years.

A true and correct copy of the Report dated
08.02.2024 submitted by Regional Director,
Central Ground water Board is annexed hereto

and marked as Annexure-A [pg.g’ ]

That, the answering Deponent humbly prays that the
instant affidavit on behalf of the State of Manipur may
kindly be taken on record. The Deponent further
undertakes to comply with the directions that may be
passed by this Hon'ble Tribunal from time to time during

the course of the hearing of the present matter.

\/n/\fum,\”3 s
DEPONENT
Chief Secretary

Government of Manipur
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VThe Joint Seeretan (M (o the Gost, of Manipur
Minor Jerigation Department
New Secrctanial, lphal 793001

Suh:- Notice in original Applmaliun No.B2B/2023 IN RE : News items appearing in l{mdustan dﬂied :
30-11.2023 gitled ~Arsenic found in ground water in 25 states, fluoride in 27 State Govt.” -~ oy
Ref. Noa, AM-200/172024-MU-M1 dated 31.01.2024 .

Stadam,

fn dwviting the Govt. of Manipur letter vide No. AM-201/1/2024-M1-MI dated 31.01.2024 on the
subject ciled above, the following is the compliance of the information :

As per the findings of Central Ground Water Bourd, North Eastern Region, Guwahati during ns Aqutfer
mapping studies, 2017-18 under National Pl'DjLCt on Aquifer Management 1.0 (NAQU[M 1,0}, h:gher
concentration of fluoride(F) and arsenic {As) in few of the shallow tube wells (STW) and dug wel 1Is (DW)in
Thoubal district of Manipur has been reported. Except a few local patchy occurrénces of fluoride(F), arsenic
MS) andi tron {Fe). ground water is potable, and good for domestic, agricultural, and industrial uses.

. Fiuﬂnda content in the groundwater varied from 0.24 to 1.8 mg/A (or ppm), in which enc water sample
collected from STW at Mairenbam village has shown concentration of fluoride(F) as 1.8 mg/l {or ppm) which

: hﬂhi!\ bevond permissible limit of BIS (i.e.].5mgA).
Arsenie concentration in groundwater in only one Jocation at Phundrei village in Kakchi.ng*fl' houbal

distriet in Manipur was found as 0.0234 mg/l (or, pprat) which is slightly beyond permissible limit of BIS (i
0.0 mgl). [ * Now, Thoubal district was divided into Thoubal and Kakehing districts).

Arsenic content in shallow groundwater was reported in few logations of Thoubal and Bishnupur
- districts during District Ground Water Management Studies, 2004-05 of CGWB, NER, Guwahiati. However,
the shallow tube wells have already been abandoned and not in used for the last many years,

It is suggested that exploration of decper groundwater sources like deep tube wells (DTWs)
need to be 1aken up to access arsenic-{ree water, Similarly, alternative water sources such as treated
surface water or rainwater harvesting (RWH) could provide arsenic-free water in atfected arcas.

(Dr. S8 Smgh)

- Scientist-D (HG)
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